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Customization! What can we do? 

● One of the biggest selling points of Linux
● Change your desktop environment!
● Change the wallpaper (duh)
● Change the theme!
● Change every single icon!
● Change the boot splash screen!
● Change the login screen!
● Change almost everything to how you want it!



Shameless Plug

“Submit screenshots of all your *NIX desktops, themes, and 
nifty configurations, or submit anything else that will make 
ricers happy. Maybe a server running on an Amiga, or a 
thinkpad signed by Bjarne Stroustrup? Show the world how 
sexy your computer can be!”

https://www.reddit.com/r/unixporn

https://www.reddit.com/r/unixporn
https://www.reddit.com/r/unixporn


Gnome, Arc Theme (GTK), Vertex Icons



Unity, Libra Theme (GTK), Numix Circle Icons





Raleigh Theme, Classic95 Icons, MATE Desktop



Acyl Icons, Fog Gradiant Theme (GTK/OpenBox),
Conky, LXDE Desktop 



Conky - System Monitor

Conky is a system monitor software for the X Window System.

Conky is able to monitor many system variables including CPU, memory, swap, 
disk space, temperature, top, upload, download, system messages, and much 
more. 

It is extremely configurable, however, the configuration can be a little hard to 
understand.



Conky Examples



Conky Examples



Conky Config

http://gnome-look.org/content/show.php/?content=137272

${voffset 35}
${goto 95}${color4}${font ubuntu:size=22}${time %e}${color1}${offset -50}${font ubuntu:size=10}${time %A}
${goto 85}${color2}${voffset -2}${font ubuntu:size=9}${time %b}${voffset -2} ${color3}${font ubuntu:size=12}${time %Y}${font}

${voffset 80}
${goto 90}${font Ubuntu:size=7,weight:bold}${color}CPU
${goto 90}${font Ubuntu:size=7,weight:normal}${color1}${top name 1}${alignr}${top cpu 1}%
${goto 90}${font Ubuntu:size=7,weight:normal}${color2}${top name 2}${alignr}${top cpu 2}%
${goto 90}${font Ubuntu:size=7,weight:normal}${color3}${top name 3}${alignr}${top cpu 3}%
${goto 90}${cpugraph 10,100 666666 666666}
${goto 90}${voffset -10}${font Ubuntu:size=7,weight:normal}${color}${threads} process 

${voffset 20}
${goto 90}${font Ubuntu:size=7,weight:bold}${color}MEM
${goto 90}${font Ubuntu:size=7,weight:normal}${color1}${top_mem name 1}${alignr}${top_mem mem 1}%
${goto 90}${font Ubuntu:size=7,weight:normal}${color2}${top_mem name 2}${alignr}${top_mem mem 2}%
${goto 90}${font Ubuntu:size=7,weight:normal}${color3}${top_mem name 3}${alignr}${top_mem mem 3}%

${voffset 15}
${goto 90}${font Ubuntu:size=7,weight:bold}${color}DISKS



Compton

Lightweight, standalone composite manager, suitable for use with window 
managers that do not natively provide compositing functionality. (Like i3wm)

Provides default inactive/active window opacity, window frame transparency, 
window background blur, window color inversion, painting rate throttling, VSync 
and more!



Without Compton



With Compton



lxappearance

Despite its name, LXAppearance is not dependent on a specific window manager 
or desktop environment. 

It writes the changes directly into .gtkrc!

Great for customizing any GTK+ based environment or anything that uses GTK 
themes



Theme and Icons - lxappearance 



Example: Numix

https://numixproject.org/

Quick and easy to install:
sudo add-apt-repository ppa:numix/ppa
sudo apt-get install numix-gtk-theme
sudo apt-get install numix-icon-theme

https://numixproject.org/
https://numixproject.org/


https://terminal.sexy/



themer.edit

Generate a system theme based off an image.

https://github.com/suhmedoh/themer.edit

Usage: ./themer.py -l generate i3_theme ~/i3_bg.png

Created by a /r/unixporn user

https://github.com/suhmedoh/themer.edit
https://github.com/suhmedoh/themer.edit


My Personal Config

feh --bg-scale $HOME/.i3/bgimage.jpg : simple image viewer that can also set 
the x11 ‘desktop’ background

compton --backend glx --paint-on-overlay --glx-no-stencil --vsync opengl-swc -b -C 
-f -D 3  : This is the Compton config that I run (minus the fade effects…)


